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LITERARY INTELLIGENCE] 



A late French writer, M. de Tapies, gives the 
following statistics ol literary mortality: 

"Out of 1,000 published books, 600 never pay 
the cost of printing, 200 just pay expenses, 100 
return a sMght profit, and only 100 show a sub- 
stantial gain. Of these 1,000, books 650 are for- 
gotten by the end of the year, and 160 inore at 
the end of three years; only fifty survive seven 
years publicity. Of the 50,000 publicntions put 
forth in the seventeenth century, bardly more 
ttian fifty have an esta.blished repWation, and are 
now republished. 

Of the 80,000 works published in the eigliteenth 
century, posterity has hardly preserved more 
than were rescued from oblivion in the seven- 
teenth century. Men have been writing booths 
these three thousand years, and there are hardly 
more than five hundred writers throughout tlie 
globe who have survived the outrages of time 
and .th<i forgetihlness of man. 

All very true says the N. 0. Picayune. In 
French literature there is scai-cely a name pre- 
vious to Racine and Moliere but Montaigne whose 
words have lived. It is the chief glory of -Eng- 
lish letters that the great minds of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries s.ili shine a warm and 
steady light; Chaucer, Bacon, Hooker, Spenser, 
Sidney and Raleigh become ipore and more 
household words, to say nothing of Sbakspeare. 
But, atler all, how lew works live for their real 
merit. Homer, David, Dante, Shakspeare, they 
are about all wlio are sure of immortality. 

"ApoUonius ofTyana, the Pagan — or False- 
Christ of the First Century, •' is the title of an 
essay, by Albert Re'ville D.D., ftiend and literary 
associate of Prof. Renan, and Pastor of the Wal- 
loon Church in Rotterdam. The book relates the 
attempt made to revive Paganism in the third 
century by means of a false Christ.. 

"The prinpiple events in the lite of ApoUonius," 
says Dr. R(iville. ." are almost identical with the 
Gospel narrative. ApoUonius was born in a 
mysterious way, about the same time as Christ 
Like him, he went through a pieriod of prepara- 
tion: alterwards came a passion, then a resurrec- 
tion and ascension. The messsngers of Apollo 
sang at his birth, as the augels did at that of 
Jesus. He was exposed to the attacks of ene- 
mies,* though always engaged in doing good. 
H« went from place to place, accompan- 
ied by his favorite disciples; passed on to Rome, 
where Domitlan was seeking to kill him, just as 
Jesus went up to Jerufalem and to certain death. 
In many other respects the parallel is equally 
extraordinary." 

This appears to be the day of sensational pub- 
lications on such subjects in Europe. We have 
already noticed the works of Colenso, Renan and 
"Ecce Homo."' They furnish nothing new. 
The story of Appolonius is familiar to all scholars,, 
as also are the stories of other pretenders. There 
was nothing very remarkable aoout them except 
that they seem to tUlfiU the Gospel prediction of 
lalse teachers, who would attempt to deceive the 
very elect. As regards their characters and mo- 
tives they seem to have been the same as the 
vain-glonous youth who set fire, to the temple of 
Diana, at Ephesus, that he might make himself 
famous foreW. 

?' The youth that fired Kphcsian dome 
Putlived the pious fool that built it." 

Appollonius, homever, did not succeed even in 
this, tbr he was forgotten long ago. 

The French papers announce a book by M. de 
la Chatre, with this lively title: 
"L'Histoire des Papes, Crimes, Meurtres, Empol- 
sonnements. Parricides, Adulteres, Incestes des 
Pontiles, depuis Saint Pierre jusqu'a nos jours. 
Mysteres et Iniquites de la Cour de Rome: la 



Sainte Inquisition: Abominations des. Convents, 
etc. 

. Another sensational book, no doubt, called tbr 
by the depraved and skeptical tastes ot modern 
newsmongers. 

A chapter on the history of reMgious persecution 
is contained in a small volume, recently pub- 
lished by M. Coquerel, a Protestant minister of 
Paris, under the title of "Les Forgats pour la 
Foi," and which is devoted tO an account of a 
number of unfortunate Huguenots, who were con- 
demned to the galleys and the ssverest punish- 
ment, merely because they could not earnestly 
serve God after the mode of Louis XIV. and of 
Bossuet. 

Mr. Bancroft is engaged on the ninth volume 
of his "History of the United States." Prot. 
Greene, formerly of Brown's University, R. I., is 
writing the Biogi-aphy of his grandfather. Gen. 
Nat. Greene, of the revolutionary war, whoss 
private papers and letters have never been pub- 
lished, and are very valuable. E. G. Squier is 
prephring a work on the antiquities pf Central and 
South America. Pierre Irving is collecting the 
scraps and shreds of bis uncle, Washington Ir- 
ving -s writings, heretofore never put in book 
form, and will probably make two or three vol- 
umes of them. Richard Frothlngham of Charles- 
town, Mass., Is writing liis elaborate history of 
that town. 

Prol Newman, of Oxford, has lately been revis- 
ing his translation of the "Iliad" for a now edi- 
tion. Prof. Goldvvin Smith is to resign his chair 
of modem history at Oxford at the close of the 
present academical year. Mr. Matthew Arnold's 
term of office as professor of poetry at Oxford will 
sborlly expire. Archdeacon Wordsworth denies 
that he is the author of the unfavorable article on 
" Ecce Homo" in the "Quarterly Review." Dr. 
Newman is said to be the writer of a paper on the 
same book in the May number ol " The Month." 

Oriental Literature has received an important 
addition form the ' ' Paris Press :" 

" Grammaire Compart'e des Langnes Indo-Eu- 
ropt'ennes, comprenant le Sanscrit, le Zend, 
I'Armenian, le Grec, le Latin, le Lithuanlen, Tan- 
cian Slave, le Gothique et I'Allemand, par Fran- 
cois Bopp, traduite sur la deuxieme edition et 
preceUee d'une introduction pa.r M. Michel Breal, 
charge du cours de grammaire comparree au Col- 
lege de France." 

The entire work will consist of four volumes, of 
which th first has just been Issued from tte Impe- 
rial Press. The Academy of Inscriptionss and 
Belles Lettres of the French Institute has 
awarded the prize of ten thousand francs for the 
best work relating to French history, to the 
" Historie Politique de Charlemagne" of Mr. Gas- 
ton Paris. 

An interesting collection of manuscripts by the 
early French reformers has lately come into the 
possession of the Society of French Protestants,, 
and are to be arranged for examination. 

Dr. Colenso, the unfortunate Bishop, has pub- 
lished a new hymn book, which upon examina- 
tion is found not to contain. In any part of It, the 
nameot Jesus Christ He says in a published 
letter: "This was quite unintentional on my 
part, and \ias mefely arisen from the fact of my 
having rejected hymn after hymn which con- 
tained prayers to Christ Which I object to on 
Scriptural and Apostolical grounds. " ' 

The American Bible Society his published the 
Gospel according to St John, In large type, with 
flexible covers, at the low price of 25 cents. 

Bishop Gobat, for twenty years at Jerusa- 



lem, writes that it has a population of 14,000; 
there are four regular services every Sabbath in 
four dUl'erent languages, and two prayer meetings 
during the week. An orphan asylum contains 
forty-three boys, who are fed, clothed and taught 
beside twelve or filleen other scholars. The 
number ol victims by cholera, daily for several 
weeks had been sixty. A swarm of locusts had 
consumed every green thing, fruits, etc., from 
Gaza to Lebanon. The cholera had greatly In- 
crea^d the number oi orphans. 



ART INTELLIGENCE. 

A Milan letter stttes that Dr. Giuseppe Ortori, 
of that city, has discovered a manuscri|)t by Leo- 
nardo da Viiici, consisting of about 112 leaves of 
parchment, in which the illustrious painter, who 
was also one of the xaoaX distinguished men of 
science of his time, examines the different pbenom: 
ena of light in relation to his art 

A Quebec newspaper notices the discovery, in 
that city, of a portrait of Henrietta Maria, wife and 
queen of Charles I., painted by Vandyke. Th« 
portrait is said to have been brought to Canada 
many years ago, by Lord Hamilton, then comuian' 
der of the British troops in that province. 

The Paris Moniteur des Arts gives the following 
art statistics: The galleries of the Louvre, exclusive 
of the Campana collection, contain nearly 2,000 
pictures; viz, 560 Italian, 620 Flemish, Dutch and 
German ; 700 French, and 20 Spanish. Theie are 
12 Raphaels, 3 Corrcggios, 18 Titians, IS Paul Ver- 
oneses, 9 Leonardo da Vincis, 5 Peruginis, 4 Gior- 
gionis, 42 Rubenscs, 22 Van Dycks, 1 7 Renibrandts, 
18 Wouvermaiis, 54 Teniers, 2 Hobbemas, 11 Berg- 
heims, 10 Van Huysums, 10 Holbeins, 10 Murillos, 
42 Poussins, 24 Lesueurs, 16 Claude Lorraines, 41 
Joseph Vernets, 18 Davids, 7 Girards, a^d 3 Gros. 
Smith Elder & Co., of London, have just pub- 
lished " A Centurv of Painters of the English School; 
with Critical Notices of their works, and an Account . 
of the Progress of Art in England ; by Richard 
Redgrave, R.A. (Surveyor of Her Mnjesty's i>ictnres, 
&c.. Inspector-general for. art), and Samuel Red- 
grave." In thi< work there is a fund oi valualile 
information concerning English painters and tlieir 
characteristics. From the vast store of readable 
and valuable matter in this work we take the fol- 
lowing hints concerning the preservation of pic? 
tures : " Almost as much mischief arises from igno- 
rant care as from want of care. The mere dusting 
of pictures is a work containing somo judgment ; it 
shou'd be done with the softest Of feailier brushes, 
and even these are dangerous when tlie pictuie has 
a tendency to scale or blister. Pictures are often 
carelessly wiped, many persons believing that a 
silk handkerchief can do no harm ; but a glance at 
any old collection, and even at some of our own 
public ones, will show how this has been abused j 
in many pictures scales have been torn off, the can' 
vases are cracked all around the edges, the corner 
pieces and the bars of the stretcher marked on the 
surface, by undue pressure of tlie liand of the care- 
less operator as lie polishes them ; at times rubbing 
even the paint away, but at least rubbing in th« 
dust rather than removing it. Perhaps the best 
preservative for old pictures beyond dusting them . 
with tlie feather brush is to have them tenderly 
wiped with cotton wool about once a year, by the 
hatids of some person qualified to do this with care 
and judgment. The backs of all pictures, whether 
oil or water color, should be covered with paint«4 
cloth t9 exclude air and dust 



